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(57) ABSTRACT

An image forming apparatus includes a serial data output unit
configured to convert image data into serial data and output
the serial data along with first data for detecting unique data in
the image data and second data so that the first data is
arranged before the image data and the second data is
arranged after the image data; a data length change unit con-
figured to change data lengths of the first data and the second
data; a parallel data output unit configured to convert the
image data of the serial data output from the serial data output
unit into parallel data, and output the parallel data; and a data
controller configured to control the data length change unit to
change the data lengths of'the first data and the second data to
be arranged before and after the image data according to a
condition of image formation.
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